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I Shirt Waist 6irls Strike the Greatest Struggle of Women In History of Labor I

By ROBERTUS LOVE
tlla history of the world no such

IN scenes have been witnessed as
those which for nearly two months
past have characterized the strike

or the shirt waist makers In the city
of NeW York Nearly 35000 girls and
women members of the Ladles Shirt
Waist Makers union were engaged at
first In this greatest strike of women
workers ever known For the first
time since Industrial conditions became
such that women have been compelled
to go out from home and support them
Iele and dependent relatives nearly
all the workers In a great Industry In
ono of the foremost cities of the world
have engaged Ina struggle with their
employers refusing return to work
until certain demands which they con
elder just shall bo complied wIth by
the bosses

Conspicuous and signifIcant features
c the shirt waist girls etrlko have
been the entrance Into the strulle of
many women ot great wealth and high
social position and of others whose

culture may be calculated by
the unthinking to lift them so far
above the plane of the working girl
that a feeling of sympathy for her iss

scarcely expected of them
Yet these college bred women not

only have declared their sympathy for
the strikers but many have gone on
lcthe servIce as watchers and pickets
to aid them In Inducing nonunion girls
not to take their places
Wealthy Women Aid

Among those of immense wealth who
llav been vIgorous workers for and
contributors to the cause are Miss
Ann Istorgan daughter J Pierpont-
lrordan and Mrs0 P13elmont
form rly the wife of William K Van
derbilt and the mother of Consuelo
duchess of Marlborough MIss Morgan
has givon money and attended meet
Ings In the Interest of the strikers
while Mrs Belmont who not long ago
becamo an ardent wmrn suffragist
has raised a considerable fund for the
shirt waist girls among men and wo
men of wealth and has gone personally
to the night police court In the city of
New York and wafted hours and hours
to go on the bonds ot some of the girls
who had been arrested charged with
violating the law In their earnestness
as pickets

On one occasion just before Christ
mas Mrs Belmont remained until after
midnight In tho night court waiting for
the oases of four striking girls to bo
called She told the magistrate she
could give her house at 477 Madison
avenue as bond for the girls appear-
ance The magistrate not recognizing

tho list of ambassadors and
mInisters recently by
President Taft the ono among the
now names that has the most in-

teresting political romance behind It
Is that of Colonel Richard C Kerens-
of St Louis who Is made
to The appointment
Is In tho nstturo of a reward to Colonel
Herons for twentfivo years untirIng
labor In behalf Y tlio Republican par
ty Yet while ll one sense It may bo
looked upon as a triumph It really
sounds the deathknell to the only am
bition Kerens oyer had for political
preferment Kerens for a quarter of a
century has had an eye single to the
glory of a seat in the United States

her personally asked If she was re
the house was worth 800 the aggre-
gate required for the bonds

I think It Is Mrs Belmont replied
It Is valued at 400000 There may be

a mortgage on It for 100000

Vassar Graduate Arrested
Miss Violet Plltp a graduate of Vas

sar college spent nearly ten hours In
a police station cell having been ar
rested when sho was serving cs n
watcher outside one or the establish-
ments wheT the girls were on strike
Miss Pike declared she had committed
no offense whatever but had been mis-
taken by the police for ono of the
strikers

At a conference attended by Mrs
Belmont Miss Morgan and other
wealthy women a call was exand for
young men students of Columbia unl
verslty and young women students of
Barnard college to volunteer as watch-
ers and picketers Many students re
sponded Scores of young women
graduates or undergraduates of some
of the most noted cOlleges In the east
have gone on duty before S oclock on
the chill December mornings and re-
mained throughout the day outside the
shirt waist shops their chief duty be
Ing to see that the strikers serving as
pickets were not molested by thugs
under employ of the bosses or unjustly
arrested by the polce Ilcketing In
connection with strikes Is permitted by-

law In the state of New York It Is
unlawful to use the word scab In

a person strike breaker be-
ing tho approved form Many of the
girls arrested being Ignorant of this
law were haled Into court and fined
because they yelled scab at some girl
who had gone to work fir one of the
bosses

Inmost Instances the union paid the
fines hut a number of the elrls were
sent to prIson on Blacltwells Island for
several days each the strIke and its In
cidents being of such magnitude that
the union officials wero unable to res
cue them In time
Churches Help Strikers

Late In December when about four
fifths of the strikers had returned to
work most of them having been taken
back on their own terms some of the
churches began to tale steps to aid tha
girls About 7000 still were out most
of whom had been employed In the
larger shops whoso proprietors being
rleb could hid out indefinitely The
Rev Dr Henry A Stlmson pastor of
Manhattan Congregational church in-

vited Miss Rose Schneldermann leader
of the strikers to speak In his pulpit
A collection was taken up all of which
was turned over to Miss Schnelder

Pathetic Political Romance of Cm Kerens
New Ambassador to AustriaHungary SoughtI Senatorial Seat For Twentyfive

Years In Vain

I
IN

AustriaHungary

appointed

ambassador

ad-
dressing

senate Ho is sixtyseven years old

His removal to Vienna eliminates him
from any further opportunity for sen-

atorial honors
While Colonel Kerens Is known as a

good loser there Is something pathetic
In his failure to occupy ono of the
seats of the mighty In the north wing
ot the capitol Three times he was the
caucus nominee of his party In Mis
sourI for the senate Of course there
was a Democratic majority In the leg
Islaturo each time but Kerens serene-

ly awaited the Inevitable event of a
Republican majority

In 1905 It arrived But Thomas K
Nledringhaus of the younger elon U1t

went In and captured the caucus noch +

mann for use In continuing the strike
Dr Stlmson spoke words of encourage-
ment

About the sarno time Rabbi Stephen-
S Wise or the Free synagogue s ho
went to New York n few years ago
from Portland Ore delivered a ser
mon In which he declared tht short
or organization there Is no way In
which the workers can bring about n
permanent condition which shall as
sure thorn wages and hours that shall
be just and remonablo

Miss Schneklermann In the course or
her address nt Dr Stimsons church
explained In this way what the girls
wore striking for and the sort of treat
ment many of them were receiving

About three months ago a group of
about 300 girls were locked out Why
Because they joined n trades union It
was not n question of higher wages
but one of organization

After they were locked out what
happened The police were called In
to prevent them from picketing as
they are permitted to do by law and
they treated the girls outrageously
They were kept on one side of the
street and women ot the street were
sent there to cause them trouble

Ono day I went there and although
the only offense the girls were guilty
of was a request to other girls not to
take their jobs many were arrested
Since that time the arrests have num
bered from five to twentyeight a day
And what were the demands that
caused all of this activity on the part
of the police A request for a recog-
nition of their organization and a
working week of tlftytwo hours Is
that such a terrible thing to ask of
anybody
How Genera Strike Began

The general strike was not declared
until Nov 22 when at a great mass
meeting In the hall of Cooper Union
where Abraham Lincoln made his first
speech In tho cast President Gompers-
of tire American Federation of Labor
delivered an address on the shirt waist
w ers situation A Jewish girl rep
resenting many thousands of her na-
tionality who work In the waist shops
advanced to the front of the platform
and delivered In Yiddish an appeal to
those of her raco to strIke Immediately
More than 2000 right hands went up
In response The sentiment for an Im
mediate and wholesale strIke spread to
the and AmerIcan shirt waitItalian the walk out of seven
eighths of those employed In that In
dustry was the result

Under the system against which the
strikers protest the girls most of them
under twentyfive years of ago and
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nation which apparently meant eJec-

tion President Roosevelt had con
gratulated Nledrlnghaus by wire as
the next senator from MissourI Kerens
went In and smashed the Nledrlnsbaus
organization to smithereens and caused
the election of Wllilam Warner
Though he did not elect himself he
defeated his enemy and performed a-

political miracle
The old warhorse knew that was his

final stand for the senatorship for he
was sagacious enough to be aware
that future MissourI legislatures dur
Ing his remaining years of vIgor were
quite likely to be Democratic

Ambassador Kerona has been na-

tional committeeman for Missouri
most of the time since ho entered pol-

itics In 1884 lIe was one of the old
guard In the Blaine booms for the
presidency In 190S by the way ho-

made the largest Individual contribu-
tion to the national campaign fund
Kerens Is a multimillionaire He made

r f

his money as a railroad contractor and
In silver iron and coal mines Ho
built many of the southwestern rail
roads and holds a proprietary Interest
In several of thorn

Unlike most political bosses
Kerens has kept his family on the
wave crest of society In 8t LouIs Mrs
Kerens and tho accompli hed daugh-
ter Miss Gladys may be counted upon

1Ii i Li 7

many under twenty some of them
mere children were compelled to work
several hours overtime tour nights a
week with no time off for supper On
Sundays In many of the factories at
the rush season the girls worked until
noon and In some Instances until 4 or
5 P m Girls of tender age the strik
ers declare were running machines all
day and far Into the night at perilous
physical strain

Most of the labor Is paid for by the
piece The girls are not asking higher
pay for piecework but merely a readj-
ustment ns to working hours so that
they will not be worked beyond their
endurnnco Another gilevan ii Is that
frequently when they reported for
work In the morning the bosses Insist-
ed that they wait until noon then In
formed them that there was no work
for the day The girls demand that
they be notified at the starting hour
whether or not there Is work

What do the girls who mako the
shirt waists worn by women all over
America earn Some of the younger
and less experienced ones mako only

360 to 34 POI week Others earn as
high ns 25 a week The average
seems to be somewhere between S and

10 Thousands of them support not
only themselves but sick or disabled
parents and several little brothers and
sisters
Philadelphia Girls Out

A few days before Christmas several
thousand shirt waist workers In Phila-
delphia went on strike the New York
bosses hnvng placed orders with the
Philadelphia shops to manufacture
waists for them during the struggle

Whatever the opponent of trades un-

Ionism may thinK of tho matter It
cannot be disputed that the loyalty of
the great majority of the strlkirig girls
to their causois a direct refutation of
the ancient aphorism that you cant
get women to stand together These
Z5OOO shirt waist women stood together
In solid phalanx whilo the grinning
wolves or hunger snarled viciously nt
the doors of nearly all their homes

The recognition of their union their
right to jorganlze for mutual benefit
they Insist upon to the letter This
great strike therefore Is essentially a
struggle upon the part of women work-
ers for the closed shop For that
reason If for no other the strike Is of
worldwide sociological Interest

Adulterated Butter In 1850

Butter that was sold to the English
working classes ot the fifties was adul
terated with ground flint The flint
stones were ground and manipulated
Into a substance called soluble silica

to become social entitles In Vienna
the city of beautiful women and gilt
terlng society functions

Robert Bacon appolnte1 to succeed
Henry White as ambassador to France
was a partner In the banldng house of
J P Morgan d Co until 1902 Presi-
dent Roosevelt made him first assist
ant secretary of state In 1905 He vas
a Harvard classmate of Roosevelt He
declined appointment to the post of
United States treasurer In 1903 be
cause It was said at the time he had
invited several friends to take a yacht
Ing trip with him around the world
He served ns Secretary Roots first as-

sistant until the secretary resigned to
enter the senate Then for two months
Robert Bacon was secretary of state
retiring at the close of the Roosevelt
administration Ambassador Bacons
homo Is In New York

That President Tart finally has found
a man for the Chinese ministry who
seems to suit ill parties concerned has
caused a sigh of relief to escape from
many lips William J Calhoun the
chicago lawyer who goes to Peklnls
said to possess high diplomatic ablll
ties Ho will be expected to taco up
the delicate work which Charles R
Crane of Chicago appointed and re-

called before ho got out of the United
States lost the opportunity to under-
take because ho talked about it to re
porters

Mr Calhoun has had wide experience
to nternttlonal affairs President M-
oIioloy sent him to Cuba before the
Spanish war to Investigato and report
upon conditions In that island It Is
believed that McKJnleys whole course
In regard to Cuba and Spain was based
upon Mr CAlhouns report President
Roosevelt sent Calhoun to Venezuela
ns envoy extraordinary to investigate
the doings of President Castro of that
troublesome republic The Calhoun re
port from Venezuela averted war
though that from Cuba provoked It

Calhoun grow up in Ohio where ho
was Do schoolmate of William McKin-
ley There Is a story to the effect
that young McKinley had such a high
opinion of the abilities of his friend
that ho confidently expected Calhoun
to become president

And when you are President Cal-
houn said the McKinley stripling
youll give me a good post wont

youMinister
Calhoun served through the

civil war as lid Ambassador Korens
Mr Calhoun settled In Danville Ill
the home ot Speaker Cannon after the
war and began his career as n law-
yer He served on the Interstate com
merce commission for two years Both
McKInley and Roosevelt are said to
have offered him cabinet positions
which ho declined roferrlng to prac-
tice his profession
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This dissolved In water formed a stiff
jelly which was mixed with the but
ter fresh salt and colorIng matter be-
ing added The compound resembled
n very good looking dairy made butter

Tests of Diamonds
Mostpersons are obllgcd In the pur

chase of a diamond to rely implicitly
upon the word of the man who sells
the stone While many years of ob-
servation and experience are needed to
become an expert with respect to the
value and purity diamonds yet
there are certain extremely simple
tests capable of being nade by the
most inexpcrlencedtQno lb j1l ens-
of n needle hole prlcke through a-

piece of ordinary cardboard Looking
through the stone tested at the card
hoard one will see two heles If the
diamond be spurious only one u the
gem be genuine The reason fQr this
Is that an Imitation diamond will give
a double refraction the real stone but

Irresistible Onslaught the Automobile
National Has American Manufac-

turers as Exhibitors of Motorcars
and Accessories

first national automobile

THE In Washington will be
from Jan 2i to 29 fol

the tenth national
show In New York Jan 8 to 16 That
the Irresistible automobile Is to invade
the capital for exhibition purposes was
not necessary to prove that it has be
come a national Institution The ma-
chine which less than twenty years
ago we called the horseless carriage
for want of a better name has made
moro progress In popular approval
throughout the world In tho past dec-

ade than has any other
contrivance since the axle operated
circlethe wheelwas conceived by
some ancient barbarian with glimmer-

s of progress illuminating his brain
Late In December It was announced

by the management of the New York
show at Madison Square Garden that
622 exhibitors had obtained space All
these are American manufacturers
Eightysix of them are makers of com-

plete automobiles The rest manufac-
ture automobllo accessorIes and mo-

torcycles At tho first automobile
show In this country In 1900 only six-
ty exhibitors displayed their wares

The writer reCplls vividly a day less
than fifteen years ago when he Was
walking past Grants tomb on River
side drive In New York A horseless
carriage wHizzed tiy leaving gaso
line stench that almost overpowered
pedestrians But every pedestrian In-

cluding the natlves of
the metropolis paused to gaze at the
automobile Those who Were going In
the opposite direction hvJsted their
necks to rubber until the

creaked At that time It wits
said wore but twelve automo-
biles nlfle of 1jew Yprk Today
the lIcense tags Issued are In c oss of
ss000 In that statoalone Great is the
automobll-

cNoriongerlnany up o date town Qf

America do WO stop to stare when an
automobile appears Ye hustle to got
out of Its way There are remote fast-
nesses whereto the automobile has not
penetrated but In all substantial farm
Ing communities the horseless vehIcle
Is almost as tnmlllar n sight us the
horse himself Any horse that shies
at an auto these days Is considered a
greenhorn by his mates the Rubs of
his race

The automobile Is built nowadays to
carry one passenger or thirty Some
of the big seeing city carryalls cnn
accommodate almost as many passen
gers as a day coach on a railroad
Prices range tram 250 to any sum you
feel like paying Every year tho ma
chines arc Improved and the prices are
lowered The prediction made a tow
years ago that In time the automobile
will become the poor mans vehicle
seems almost readY to be verified by
the tact

Several cars Carrying four or fivo
persons are built now and sold at
something lIke 750 several others of
two passenger capacity me priced nt

500 and less while there Is n slolc
ton machine or two at half that prIce

But any one who lallY waits pn au-
tomobilo need not pay oven the mini

i
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one refraction It Is claimed that there
Is no acid having any perceptible effect
upon a genuine diamond Hydrolluorlc
acid will if dropped upon a stone made
of glass corrode It but upon the bona
fido stone It will have nocffcct all

Victor Hugos Hungry Days
Victor Hugo was at the time of his

death the wealthiest of nineteenth cen-
tury authors In his younger days
however he knew the pangs poverty
as after as quarrel wIth his father Gen-
eral Hugo iliiil his brother had
their allowance stoplied We mrde

160 last us for eighteen months l7ne-

cl1p forlunch three dpys
In stlccession Qn the first day we
would eat the lean on the second day
the fat and on tho third day wewouid-

I

suck the bone we discovered Place
in the Quartier Latin where for 15
sous 16 cents WO obtained n four
course dinner a bottle of wino and as
much bread as wo liked For another

622

mum price mentioned Dally papers
carry long lists of small advertise
ments of secondhand automobiles
many of them touring cars at prices
less than 200 There are fashions In
autos as In clothes The man who
dresses correctly for socIety will have
nothing to do with lost years cut of
coat The man who elects to keep In
style will spurn with
contempt last years car Castoff au-

tos like castoff shoes still do reason
ablY good servIce and many there bo
that ride therein

Tile automobile Is getting Into Its
paces Laws are being enacted to

sou we obtained the sweetest otsmllen I

from the pretty girl who looked after
us This regime does not appear to I

have spoiled Hugos digestion for at
the age of eightythree he cracked nuts
with his teeth and ate oranges as some I

people eat applespeel and all I

Relics of the Stone Ape
DurIng excavations conducted sear

Wlllenderf on the Danube by the pro
historical section of the AustrIan Nato
ural 11Jt9tymuseutn n chalk figurine
eleven ters has been dis
covered In a stratum containing In-
struments and weapons characteristic
of the stone age

Age When Infants Do Not Weep
Very young children are n sensitive

to pain to nay great extGntLmedlcal >

authority states that senslblllty Is sel
dom clearly shown In less than four
or five weeks after birth and before
that time Infants do not shed tears

of I
Show

transportation

selfsutllclent

tenddns-
almost

automobllIcally

control It and In many Instances they
are beIng enforced It Is Interesting
to point out the fact that the nutomo
bile might have been a thing ot use
and beautY threequarters of a century
before It finally came Into vogue but
for tho fact that it was put out of com
mission In England by laws passed at
the instance of the stagecoach oper
ators who were jealous of Its Increas
hag popularity

Why certainly there were automo
biles In England seventyfive years
ago They wero called steam carriages
They were crude but they could make
from ten to twentyfive miles an hour
When a law was passed charging a
steam carrlago 12 toll on a road that
cost a stagecoach only 60 cents to trav-
el tho same dlstanco the few horseless
vehicle enthusiasts quit trying to de-

velop the Invention
WILLIAlr HENDERSON

SCENE AT NEW VORi < AUTOMOBILE SHOW II
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